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THE SOURCE EVALUATIONS IN THIS REPORT ARE DEFINITIVE. 25X1
THE APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE.
{FOR KEY SEE REVERSE)

1. When|  lkas en route to Odessa on 2i May 1953, |:|the radio 25X1

and radar station on Cape Fontana (N 46-23, E 30-35) high antennas which had red
aircraft warning lights. A coast guard vessel was stationed permanently at
Zmeynyy Island (N 45-15, E 30-13). The island, on which there was a lighthouse,
was fortified, and searchlight beams from the island swept the sea.

2. The customary inspection tock place as soon as Sship arrived in port. 25X1

3. Immediately after the inspection, an official in civilian clothes, accompanied
by a young woman, came aboard and invited the captain and the crew to visit
the International Club., Half the crew members visited the Club. There they
were shown relief maps of the USSR, The Soviets described the hydroelectric
and irrigation projects which were under construction on the Don and Volga
rivers and said that work was proceeding at such a swift rate that the projects
would be completed in 1956 and not in 1957, the date originally planned for the
completion of the work. The Soviets also said that the area between the Caspian
and Azov seas, which was formerly a desert, was now a fertile plain. They
explained that Moscow was called "The City of Five Seas" because navigable rivers
connected it with the Black, Caspian, Azov, Baltic,and White seas, During
their visit to the Club, the officers of[ = | ship were accompanied by 25X1
well-educated, courteous young women whe spoke perfect English,

L. No customs or other check was made when the crew members disembarked, The
behavior of the Soviet authorities was impeccable. They had acted quite
differently when[  |was in the port previously. 25X1

5.. Four diesel-engine tugboats of U.S, make and a large number of old steam-
propelled vessels performed port towing operations, A 15,000-ton passenger
vessel arrived in the port on the evening of 24 May and berthed at an
unknown position, ‘this ship departed later that 25X1
night for Batumi.
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The crew did not exchange foreign currency for rubles because the prices of
the various goods offered for sale were very high, In the windows of the
food stores, imitation foods made out of wax were on display. Apparently
military personnel received high pay. The average Soviet worker earned
between 80 and 100 rubles,l Approximately 40 percent of the people

saw in the city were in uniform. The paper pound (sic) was worth between
eight and nine rubles, Paper money was reissued every two years to avoid
its being saved and hoarded.

Every day during the period he was in Odessa, :kighted MIG=-15 jot
aircraft flying in formations of two over the harbor area. A Soviet with

vhom| | came in contact told him that these aircraft were the fastest in
the world and said that American airmen in Korea feared them greatly,

The following is the legend to the sketch of the port on page h;a'

1. Training ship with three masts!.'

2. Naval base where coast guard-type vessels were seen,There were probably
repair shops at the naval base. Many sailors and officers were wearing
soiled cover-alls,

3. Position at which the Liberty ship KIRKOU, under Soviet flag, docked and
loaded unknown cargo.

4, The Bulgarian freighter BULGARIYA displacing between 5,000 and 6,000 tons,
5. Large warehouses under construction, on which work was proceeding,

6, Position at which petroleum products were handled.s'l'he Soviet diesel-
engine tanker IQSIF STALIN moored here twice during the period 24 to 29
May and unloaded, gasoline from Constanta. Apparently this vessel had
been making two trips weekly from Rumania to the USSR,carrying gasoline,
since December 1952,

7. Three five-ton electric—driven cranes which traveled on tracks,
8., DBombed-out area where an embankment was being constructed,

9., Two crawler cranes, each of which had a lifting capacity of between one
and two tons. r

10. Mole where coal was loaded. Four ships, each displacing 6,000 to 8,000
tons, could dock at this mole., Three Soviet freighters loaded here
between 2 and 28 May. | |

11. Two 4,000-to 5,000-ton Soviet passenger ships under repair.

12, Two small L4LOO-ton diesel-engine passenger ships anchored on either side
of a repair ship, The repair ship was a naval vessel, and its crew
practiced abandon ship and rowing drill daily.

13, Position where many unarmed merchant ships were being repaired,

14, Buoy, At various times during informant!s stay in port, a new tanker,
a small freighter, and another tanker moored at this buoy.

15, Three modern motor ships,

6
16. |:|freighter which unloaded 396 tons of tobacco.
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Comments.

1, S did not specify whether or not this was a monthly salary. The

2,

3.
by

5.

average Soviet worker probably earns 600 to 800 rubles a month,

The legend does not identify the numbers 10a and 10b +hich appear on
the sketch,

This vessel is probably the DUNAY.

The name of this vessel is probably KIRKOV, A ship identified as the
KIRKOS was reported at Odessa in September 1953.

On the sketch,the appropriate pier has not been numbered 6,

The position of this ship is not indicated on the sketch.
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